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SACRED HEART CHURCH HISTORY

What began as a mission parish to serve railroad laborers on the Kansas Pacific
Railroad is today a thriving parish serving the towns of Tonganoxie, McLouth and
surrounding areas. Sacred Heart Church in Tongandxie is located only 12 miles west
of Kansas City, Kan. but reflects the spirit of the agricultural communities it serves.

Sacred Heart celebrated its centennial anniversary in 1990. The church itself is
basically the same structure that was built over 100 years ago, although it has seen
extensive improvements over the past several years. A new CCD center was
constructed in 1986 to accommodate the increase in the number of children attending
religious education classes. The site was later dedicated to the late Father Michael
Moriarty, pastor from 1981 to 1989.

The parish has experienced considerable growth over the past two years with an
increase of 55 new families. This translates into a 20% growth rate, bringing the total
number of parishioners to around 275. The potential for continued growth is good
when US highway 24-40 is widened beginning in 1994. With an eye toward the future,
the parish is in the process of deciding how best to respond to changing needs.

Under the tutelage of the past two pastors, Father Michael Moriarty and Father
Ron Cornish, and presently under the guidance of Father Mark Goldasich, new
initiatives have been implemented which have served to foster a greater sense of
community and participation among parishioners in parish activities.

The spirit of Sacred Heart Parish not only impacts its own parishioners but also
reaches out to benefit others. For instance, the spiritual needs of residents the
Tonganoxie Nursing Center are facilitated through the Mass which is celebrated there
twice a month. Also, the parish has been steadfast in its commitment to St. Mary’s
food kitchen in Kansas City, and was the first group to serve a meal there on a
Sunday. In reaching out to support the needs of the archdiocese, the Call to Share
program has long benefited from the financial generosity of members of Sacred Heart
Parish.

For over 100 years Sacred Heart Parish has stood as a force to guide its
parishioners in the ministry of Christ and should stand as a beacon for Christianity into
the 21st century.
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A JOURNEY FROM FEAR TO FAMILIARITY

When | was growing up on Strawberry Hill, the Croatian
community in Kansas City, Kan., there was a little old lady who
lived next door to my grandparents. She was a wonderful lady
but her command of the English language left a lot to be
desired. One of her most famous mangled words was the name
of our town. She always pronounced it, “Noxatongie.”

Thatname was pretty much the extent of my knowledge of
Tonganoxie. | pictured it as some lonely and barren outpost far
from the comforts of civilization.

Little did | imagine that years later as a priest | would be
assigned to “Noxatongie.” In fact, when the possibility of
coming to Sacred Heart here was brought to my attention, my
first response was fear. | was afraid of being a first-time pastor, afraid of being “the lone priest” in a
parish and afraid of being far removed from civilization.

When it looked certain that | would be assigned here, | drove out on a Sunday afternoon to check
things out. It didn’t go well. Not only could I not find the church, but it seemed that no one in town had
even heard of the place. Eventually, | turned down Pleasant Street and stumbled on Sacred Heart. | liked
how the church and the rectory looked. Some of my fears started to fade away.

Having been here at Sacred Heart for over two years now, | smile at all of the fears that | had. |
needn’t have worried.

Tonganoxie is a far cry from the barren outpost that | thought it would be. In fact, its location can’t
be beat: we are in the country yet close to the metropolitan areas of Kansas City, Lawrence, and
Leavenworth.

What makes the parish special, though, are you, the parishioners. Simply put, you're wonderful.
From my first weekend here you have welcomed me and made me a part of this parish family. | feel
loved, supported and encouraged by you.

The small numbers mean that we really do consider Sacred Heart “our” church. We care about itand
about one another. That seems to be what Jesus intended when he founded the Church. We aretobe a
close family, his brothers and sisters, and to treat each other with love and respect.

As our parish continues to grow, I'm confident that the same spirit of family will remain. A goal of
mine is to make everyone who comes through our church doors feel welcome. | know you'll join me in
that task. Let’s continue the long and deep tradition of faith that has been handed on to us here at
Sacred Heart.

I’'m honored to be your pastor. | follow a long line of good and dedicated priests who have served
here. | don’t know what | did to deserve being placed among such good people but I'm so glad I'm here.

My faith has been blessed by your good example.
Keep up the good work that God has begun in you! du/(;.,
s
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Wilma Albert Gerard & Linn Aligo, Paul & Rosie Altenhofen,
& Family Scott & Tony Kurt, Janet, Bob & Ann

Bill & Debby Kay Altman, Dorothy Andrews Martha Angell
Whitney, Wendy & Willy

Judy Baker, Joseph 8 Marceline Baragary Phillip & Enius Bear
Chris & Ryan

Gene & Debbie Becker, Randy & Cathy Blaseg, Henrietta Bradley
David, Brett & Andrew Amanda, Jonathan, Ashlee & Jeffrey
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Betty Bremenkamp Frank & Deborah Bretthauer, Dennis & Debbie Breuer,
Melinda, Elizabeth & Molly Andrew, Jeff, Mark, Scott & Kelly

Lawrence & lris Budenosky

Michael & Jane Breuer
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Larry & Kathaleen Caenen John & Wilma Calovich,
Joel, Vanessa, Andrew & Stephen

Nick & Marsha Calovich, Mike & Yvonne Carey, Laurie Cleavinger,
Leah, Jenny & Chris Amanda & Robert Sheryl, Kati & Karl
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Leonard & Martha Courtwright Kenneth & Cathy Crews Catherine Curtis
& Gloria

Mike & Nancy Dailey Joe & Bernadine Daniels Richard & Martha Dean,
Gwen, Evan, Patrick & Mark

Leonard & Grace DeHoff Peggy DeHoff

Jack & Kathleen “Dolly” Dempsey Gerald & Margie Denk Russ & Jane Dent,
Jacob & Ashley
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Tim & Bobbie Detrick

John & Nancy Duncanson, Craig & Shari Dunning
Tiffhany & John & Bailey

Celesta Doege

Andrew 8 Pat Durkes, Damian & Tracey Durkes, Urban & Ethel Dziadura

Jessica & Justin Tyler, Tara & DeeAnna

Chuck & Diana Eibes, Tim & Becky Elbert, Ted & Teri Ellis,
Wayne & Jacob Randi, Mitchell & Ethan Katy & Jeny
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James & Betty Elmer Darrell & Sandra Fisher Tom & Sue Flynn
& Kathleen Farley & Brigid

Jeanette Folsom, Joe Frevele, Earl & Mary Frevele, Sr.
Christina, Carl & Angela Sonja, Lucinda, Kennith & JoAnna

Frances Frick, Ruben & Colleen Garcia, William & Sharon Garner
Margaret, James, Cynthia & Russell Blanca, Carmen & Tony

Mary Gergick Edward & Daisy Gergick, Sr. Theresa Gergick
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Andy & Margie Gilner, Mark Goldasich Bob & Debbie Gravatt,
Amanda, Michael & Thomas Brian & Jeffrey

Bill & Kathy Graveman, Larry & Jenny Gray, Bill & Barbara Hardisty,
Michael & Laura Adrian & Kali Shellie, Lori & Matthew

Douglas & Leanna Heinen Verness & Peggy Heinen Keith & Kathy Helliker,
Marin, Sarah, Jacob & Seth

David & Carolyn Hernandez, Matthew & Fran Hill, Jeff & Jacki Himpel
Colette, Jennifer & Debra Teresa & Brian & Beau
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Glen & Maxine Hochard Mary Holliday, Kevin Holton
Michelle & Sarah

Terrence & Louise Holton John & Dana Houk, Dan & Susie Huffman
& Family Erika & Alison & Family

Jerome & Doris Hurla Mike & Mary Kaiser, Ken & Geralynn Kerbaugh
Andy & Katie & Katelyn

! Russell & Charlene Kimberiin Kevin & Deb King, Bob & Neal Kissinger
Mark Bryan, Courtney & Victoria Rose
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Bobby & Ursula Kissinger Raymond & Wilma Kistler
& Zebulon

Bob & Lucy Knapp Larry & Medeana Knipp Raymond & Mary Elaine Kohle
& Laura & Aaron & Joshua Reeves

Ernest & Irene Korb John & Cindy Korb,
Katrina & Andrea

Frank & Barbara Kramer, Jr. Albert & Sharon Legg Margaret Lenahan
& Family




John & Ginna Lindquist,

Lee & Cathy Lowe,
David & Brian

Brett, Ryan, Joshua & Erick

Ken & Cheta Mark, Lee & Dorlene Mark
Kara & Brendan

Jim & Susan McCaffrey, Linda McCaffrey
Jasmine, Mollie & Leah

Ronnie & Mary McMackin Karen NMcMillen Rose Ann Melton
& Greg
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Greg & Pam Murray,

Ron & Margie Moore,
Jennifer, Eric & Melissa

Michael & Donna Mikesic
Steve & Christy

Tom & Rosemary Murray, Sr. Leon & Gen Nees Dollie Nemeth

Michael & Sheila O'Hare,

Ed & Connie O'Brien
Colleen, Patrick & Daniel

Duane & Helen Newton
& Family

& Family

John & Ruth Palmer,

Chris & Diana Paine
Rachael, Justin & Garrett

Barry & Anne Otting,
& Christian

Kyle & Christopher
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Don Pelzl Michael & Susan Pemberton,
Hannah & Brian
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John & Teri Pettengill, Bill & Wilma Plake John & Chris Poterbin,
Caleb & Jordan Caleb & Jacoh

Carl & Cindy Presley, Jerry & Cecilia Pruitt,
Mike, Heather & Tallie Rick, Jarret & Joseph

Don & Ruth Putthoff Harold & Connie Putthoff Kerry & Treasa Putthoff
& Joshua & Brandy Russell
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Steve Putthoff, John & Connie Reischman, Sylvia Reischman

Jeff, Teddy & Tony Joshua & Jennifer

Melvin & Paula Rollins, Kevin & Deborah Sanders,

Josephine Rogers
Kathrine & Arthur Christy & Gary & Kirk Rogers

Laurence 8& Rosemarie Sanderson Mike & Eddie Saunders,

Charles & Karen Sanderson,
Sara, Daniel & Rachel

Charles, Christina & Nicholas

Dennis & Elaine Schuler, David & Loretta Segura, Lillian Seymour
Sharon, Chris & Brian Alicia & Andrea
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Bill & Brenda Shaw, Harlan “"Bud” & Agnes Shoemaker Charles & Mary Sirridge
Evan, Phillip & Michael

Donna Somers, Mildred Sparks Gary & Lisa Stauch,
Cody & Hank Jill, Alicia, Kelley & Nathan

Helen Stiglmire Sharon Stratton Eimer & Anna Lea Tanking

Jan Theno Ilvan & Mary Ann Theroff Phillip Thomas
& Mary Beth
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Wayne & Jean Turner Dana Turney,

Gladys Thompson
Bridget & Jeff

Steve & Darla Vitt, Mary Lenahan Wager Anna Wagner

Tim & Kaylene

Doug & Sandy Walbridge Bill & Kristy Walker, Jim & Nancy Walker,
& Katlin Joe & Adam Jimmy, Jacob & Justin

Joyce Wentz Etta May Wickey

George & Virginia Warren
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John & Ruth Wickey
& Johnnie

John & Karen Wood
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